
Choosing the 
right resource 

format for 
online courses 

What are the options?
Which ones should I use?

Comparing equipment cost, time required & technical skills
Although the key to a successful online education experiences is 

engagement. Understanding the time, costs and skills required to 
create your online experience can assist in making the right delivery 

decisions.

ww.ricoshae.com.au

1 TEXT BASED
Basically This is a book. This can be delivered 
online and is extremely valid for online 
learning.

Development requirements: A word 
processing program.

Delivery requirements: Email, web page, 
Learning management sysytem.



This is a course based on text with images 
and diagrams. 
 
Development requirements: Word 
processing application. Still camera or 
access to an image/media library. Image 
editing program.
 
Delivery requirements: Website. Learning 
management system or platform.

2 TEXT AND IMAGES

3 VIDEO PRESENTATION
This format in its basic form is a powerpoint 
presentation with audio converted to a 
video. 
 
Development requirements: Screen capture. 
Microphone. Video editing application.
 
Delivery requirements: Website. Learning 
management system or platform. Video 
delivery service.

This format involves video production. Video 
editing and often a team of people with 
specialist skills to produce quality videos. 
 
Development requirements: Quality video 
device(camera). Lighting. Quality audio,, 
microphones, mixer etc. Editing expertise and 
software.
 
Delivery requirements: Video delivery platform. 
LMS or platform to control access and organise 
the learning.

4 VIDEO COURSE



5 REAL TIME/FORUM
This format involves using a platform to 
increase engagement with student.  
 
Development requirements: Development of 
course materials to support learning. Word 
processing. Digital media library of images and 
resources. 
 
Delivery requirements: Real time or forum 
based communication platform. KEY

Equipment (1-5) 
1: Basic or very little equipment required
5: Expensive or high cost equipment may be 
required
 
Time (1 to 5)
1: Can be developed in a reasonably short 
amount of time
5: Often takes a considerable amount of time 
to develop
 
Technical Skills (1-5)
1: Minimal technical skills required
5: Higher level of skill required or requires 
outsourced access to higher level technical 
expertise

 

IDEAL DELIVERY

Text and image 
delivery

Video as either a 
presentation or full 

video production

Real time or forum 
based delivery

Hint: Combining all three provides a more rounded delivery !
You should choose the format that is most appropriate to your audience 

while considering the cost and your expertise.



The options for creating your content are endless. But knowing what 
you can use that is cost effective will make your life easier and 

streamline your development.

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED?
More detailed information is available from www.ricoshae.com.au
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The key to all successful online education experiences is engagement. 

The more you can engage with students, the more you can have a positive influence on 
them. 

The support, encouragement and accountability of this engagement is critical to 
completion, and more importantly, to successful learning that results in completion.

PRODUCING RESULTS

THE TECHNOLOGY 
THAT WON'T BREAK THE BANK

VIDEO RECORDING: Use you 
mobile phone - but only if you use it 
on a stand. No free-hand video 
capture or your students will be 
driven to distraction.

AUDIO: Use a USB microphone or 
an audio mixer with a microphone.  

VIDEO EDITING: For Windows, use 
Adobe Premier or Magix Movie Edit 
Pro. For Mac use Final Cut Pro or 
use Screen Flow

AUDIO EDITING: Use Audacity. For 
MAC use Logix Pro X or Hinden-
berg.

TEXT: Use Word or Google Docs 
(this is useful for collaboration with 
other writers)

Images: Use the Adobe Photoshop.


